
COMMENT AND REPLY POLICY 
The journal Physics and Chemistry of Minerals provides the opportunity for scholarly discussion of 
articles published within the past 12 months. Before submitting a Comment, we encourage contact 
with the authors of the original paper to resolve and clarify disagreements. In case of factual errors, 
an Erratum by the authors of the original paper is preferred. Publication of a Comment/Reply is 
contingent on meeting the requirements listed below and will be evaluated by one or more Editors in 
Chief. This may include necessary revisions. 

Requirements for Comment/Reply: 

1. the Comment addresses significant scientific aspects of the original article without 
becoming essentially a new paper;  

2. the Reply addresses directly the points raised in the Comment without being evasive; 
3. the Comment and Reply should not exceed two printed pages each; 
4. the tone of each is appropriate for a scientific journal. 

Editors in Chief will share the Comment with the authors of the original article, who will have the 
opportunity to write a Reply within a given deadline. Both Comment and Reply will undergo a peer 
review process with separate reviews by at least one referee. If the authors of the original article 
decline to provide a Reply, the Comment will be reviewed and may be published without a Reply 
after necessary revision. 

Editors in Chief will share the original Reply and the review of the Comment with the author of the 
Comment. The revised Comment and the review of the Reply will be shared with the authors of the 
Reply. One revision round for Comment and Reply is allowed. 

Editors in Chief will make a final decision on the publication of the Comment and Reply. The accepted 
Comment and Reply will be published online at the same time and will appear in the same issue of 
the journal. 

 


